[Special aspects of the emergency medical care of head and neck injuries].
The overall incidence of severe head, face and neck injuries as seen from the German Trauma Registry of the National Association of German Trauma Surgeons is 81.3%. The leading causes of death among these patients are hemorrhage and severe traumatic brain injury. The aim of prehospital emergency medical care is to stabilize vital functions in order to ensure primary survival and to reduce morbidity with appropriate prehospital treatment of the individual injuries within the overall injury pattern. In this review, special aspects as well as pitfalls of the prehospital management of patients with head, face and neck injuries are demonstrated. Prehospital airway management concepts as well as concepts for stopping bleeding in the head, face and neck region are discussed in detail.